Re,a,dmg with your child in the Ea,riy Years

When your child receives their fi,rst school readmg book there are lots of ways you can
su,pfth them in hzlpmg them tcrenj'oy rea,dtng the stmy with you.

Try to- allow time to read with your child d,a,LLH, in a calm and comfoﬁab[z environment.

En,cwmge your child to hold the hook themselves, turn the pages and use their ftnger‘ to-
follow- the text if t/vey’d like to

Talk about the story hefore, durtng and after madmg.
You could ask q/up,sti,ons like

o What can you see in the p(,cture/ s?

= What doyou think is happening?

= What doyou think might happen next?

« Whois/was your favourite character? Why?
= What happened at the heginning / end?

= Did you enjoy the story? Why?

It is rea,LLH Lmlam‘tant to encouruge and, proise your child when thxay are reo,di.n,g. Praise
them fOT their oﬁ:mt, even gc thzy need. prompts to /w,LIa them.

/f your child is Lovkmg fo7' your /w,LIa when ro,a.dmg then you can suppmt them in many

WU.,HS

o [ncournge them touse their sound knowtedge to- sound out the word and
then hlend it togetfwr‘. E. g. ca-t blended to:qethzr makes the word ‘cat.
(You could sound out the word and encournge them to-blend this if they
are struggling)

o Use the pictures to hzlp then to- work out the text.

e Break unfamiliar words down into sma,LLar',aqucs e.g. u-p-s-e-t = up - set
= upset.

When you have read with your child, IaLQ,a,se add a short comment in their rea.d'm,g d,La,ry
which details what you have read, what you have talked about and any th,Lng that your
child may have needed su,lapo'rt with.

Don't he afraid to-re-read the same story several times. Re-readtng a story will hzlp to-
dp,vetop hoth readmg and comlarehp,ns'wn skills.

o Are there any unfamiliar words that you can talk ahout to dp,vo,[op their
understanding?

o Can they retell the story in the right order?

o Can they discuss their favourite part and why?

o Can they relate tothe story in any way?



Please also continue to- use the individual letter sound cards tocreate words for your
child to read by b&ndm\g these sounds togethp,r. PracthLng these blzndmg skills will
encournge your child to- be become a more confident and fluent reader.

/f you have any q/up,sti,ons, plp,o.se talk to your child's class teacher

The Recept'wn team



