
Science: Evolution and Inheritance Year 6: Spring 2 

Key Vocabulary

adaptation: a small change that a living
thing goes through

dinosaur: a particular kind of reptile that
lived in prehistoric times

evolution: change in living things over time

fossil: a living thing that has been
turned to stone by one of

several methods
inherited: the way that a trait or

characteristic is passed to

offspring from parents
natural 
selection: 

a process in which living things
adapt themselves in order to

survive, that they don’t have

any control over
prehistoric: the time classed as ‘before

history’ as it was so long ago it

hasn’t been recorded or written
variety: differences between things as

part of a whole group

Key question:
What is the difference 

between adaptation and 
inheritance? 
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