
Week 6 Session 5 English: Reading Comprehension  

Read the text below and then answer the questions. Don’t forget to mark your 
work before sharing it on Google Classroom. 

The Secret Staff Room 

What would her friends say if they saw her? With a quick look over her               
shoulder, Lily ducked under the barrier. It wasn’t that she particularly           
wanted to go back into school but if her folks got another call from her               
teacher about her homework, it would be disastrous. So, having left it            
behind ​again​, she just had to go back and get it. Yes, all the children               
would have left by now, but teachers never went home – everybody            
knew that. 

It would only occur to her later that she should have just gone to the front                
door and asked – no one would have minded. Besides, she could see             
that the office was closed. It could take ages for one of the teachers to               
stop whatever it was they did after school and notice her waiting. So, when she spotted that Mr                  
Khan had left the back door of his classroom open, she grasped the opportunity without really                
thinking. 

This was beginning to feel like an adventure. Her next challenge was to sneak past the staff room                  
door unnoticed. She was just about to try when Ms Eastwood came around the corner. Ducking                
behind a storage cupboard, Lily felt a surge of unexpected sympathy, seeing how completely              
drained the teacher looked. She wasn’t ready for what happened next, however. Ms Eastwood              
simply ground to a halt, a few steps from the staff room door. 

Before Lily could decide what to do next, Mrs Cruz, the head teacher, appeared. Tutting quietly,                
she lightly squeezed Ms Eastwood’s shoulder and her eyes immediately reopened. “Looks like you              
need to recharge your batteries,” smiled Mrs Cruz and she guided her still sluggish colleague               
through the door.  

Seizing her moment, Lily crept along the corridor. The staffroom door was still open and an                
extraordinary sight met her eyes. Mrs Cruz was sitting beside Ms Eastwood, guiding her              
outstretched hand into a brightly coloured, octagonal container of Treat Selection chocolates –             
nothing particularly unusual about that except that the container was pulsing with pale blue light               
and the teacher was clearly regaining her energy. 

By the time Lily had reached her classroom, retrieved the homework and made her way back,                
there was a queue of teachers waiting silently outside the staffroom. She had to wait about five                 
minutes before they had all shuffled in and closed the door so that she could get past and get out                    
again. 

As she made her way back around the outside of the school, she couldn’t resist having a peak in                   
at the staff room window. By the faint light of the chocolate box, she could see                



that all the teachers were sitting stock-still in rows with one shoe off and Mrs Cruz was crawling                  
around the floor. Straining her eyes, Lily could just make out that she was plugging charging leads                 
into a socket in the soles of their feet. When the last one was done, she picked up her coat and                     
bag, flicked a switch on the wall and left. All the seated teachers remained still but began to glow                   
gently. 

With her head still swirling, Lily just about managed to duck back under the car park barrier and                  
around the corner when she heard Mrs Cruz’s car coming. She turned out of the school drive and                  
the barrier closed behind her, leaving her “staff” to revive overnight. 

Questions 
Vocabulary 

1. Look at the first paragraph. ​Find​ and ​copy​ a word that means​ ​terrible​. 

 

2. Look at the third paragraph. 

… ​seeing how completely drained the teacher looked​ … What does ​drained​ mean in 
this sentence? 

 

3. ​ ​… ​she guided her still sluggish colleague through the door​ … What does the word 
colleague​ mean in this sentence? 

 

Retrieval: 

4.  ​Who had left a door open? Circle ​one​. 

Mr Khan Mrs Cruz Lily Ms Eastwood 

5.  ​Where did Lily hide when Ms Eastwood appeared? 

 

6.  ​How long did Lily have to wait before all the teachers had gone into the staff room? 

 

 

 



Inference: 

7. ​What do you think would have happened if Lily had not done her homework that 
night? Use evidence from the text to explain your answer. 

 

 

8. ​Why didn’t Lily just go in through the front door? 

 

 

9. ​What were the teachers? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.  

 

 

Authorial intent: 

11​. ​“Looks like you need to recharge your batteries,” smiled Mrs Cruz ..​. Why did the 
author use this choice of words? 

 

Compare: 

12. ​Lily’s opinion of teachers changes throughout the text. Describe one change. 

 

 


